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REASONS of Doo 


FROM 


The Reſolution of the laſt G 5 
: Aſſembly of the Church of . 


land, SC, 


Difſent, when preſented to the laſt 
General Aſſembly, were by them or- 


: / Engen the following Rees of - 


tied to be kept in retentis, until, in due 
time, they ſhould receive a proper Anſwer; 
yet, as that Time is not yet come, and per- 


haps never will, they are now made publick ; 

not ſo much for the Honour of thoſe who 
_ preſented them, as for the Benefit and In- 
formation of the Country in general. 

IT was the Misfortune of this Country, 
Scotland, lately to feel the Calamities of an 
unprovoked Rebellion; --- a Rebellion raiſed 
by Men, who proudly, though falſely, ſtyled 
themſelves the only true Lovers of their 


5 Country. - --- And now, when that Rebelli- _ 
ON is quaſhed, it is the Misfortune of Scot- 
land, again to ſee a Body of Men, who have 


been all 9 W and praying for 
e 4 2 


the 


"T 4 1] 


the Peace and Quiet of his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment, become the firſt to diſturb it. 
If is true, theſe Gentlemen aſſume the 

Name of Whigs, and brand thoſe who op- 
poſe their Scheme with the Name of Jaco- 
Lites; — and they are at Liberty to do ſo.— 
Many, very many, of the landed Intereſt 
are above that Suſpicion, and deſpiſe it; and 
thoſe few of the landed Intereſt who are 
not, no doubt, will N them who make 
it. 

Ir the aeg are Whigs from Principle, 
they have their Reward ; —— if they are not, 
they deſerve none. | 
War it was 1 moved the gies 
Part of the Gentlemen, Members of the laſt 

Aſſembly, to oppoſe the preſent Scheme for 
| Augmentation of Stipends, the World will 
| fee in the following Pages; where they will 


find nothing of that IIl-nature, or bad Man- | 


ners, ſo remarkably ſhewn in ſome late Per- 
formances. - They will ſee, that the Oppo- 
fition flowed, not from Humour and Picque, 

but from Reaſon and Judgment; not 
from Diſaffection to the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
but from the moſt hearty Concern for its 
Welfare ; -- not from Diſregard to the Church 
of Stetland but from a ſincere Deſire of ſee- . 


5 ing her flouriſh. 


Aix Conſtitution of the 5 of Scr. 
land is one thing, and the Clergy of the 
: Church of Scot tland are another: And be 


may wiſh well to the one, who is not at all 


pleaſed ; 


TTY 


vleaſed with: the Conduct of the other. 


good Conſtitution may be endangered bo * 


a bad Miniſter. --- This has been ſeen in the 


State in former Reigns, and may be ſeen in 


the Church. 
How much, and how often © Church 


of Scofland has been ſupported by the land- 


ed Intereſt in former Times, --- let Hiſtory 
teſtify. And let theſe Reaſons of Diſſent 


teſtify, how much inclined the landed In- 


tereſt was, to have ſupported her even in 


8 _ theſe Times, --- againſt the Will and Struggle 


of many of the Clergy, who ſought, with _ 


their own Hands, to pull her down. He 
. who hinders a Man to cut his own Throat, 


faves a Life, as much as he who hinders it 


from being cut by another. 

THAT the Scheme for augmenting the 
Stipends of the Clergy, will have this me- 
lancholly Effect, --- cannot be. affirmed cer- 


tainly, becauſe it is future: But if we may 
pe allowed to argue from what is paſt, or 
from what 1s preſent, ſuch a Conjecture is 


not unreaſonable. ---- And it is not eaſy to 


cConceive how any true Friend of the Church 
of Scotland can be fond of putting it to the 
Trial. ---- That the Church is in Danger, * 


indeed an old Cry : ---- But it is the firſt 
| Time that this Cry was raiſed and kept up 


£ ( by Laymen only. The Clergy have either 


. the oppoſite Side, --- or, a few except- 


ed, ſit ſtill, and 5 1 


Wiruour 


r b 
Wirnobr entering into the Merits of 
the Queſtion, one Thing is evident, that the 
warm Promoters of this Scheme are reſolved 
to puſh it, be the Opinion of the landed In- 


tereſt what it will. ----- They diſdain their 
Advice; and fay, they need none of their 
Aſſiſtance. They leave the Cauſe to be 


determined by the beſt of Kings, and the | 
beſt of Parliaments ; --- ſo alſo fay the Gentle= | 
men of Scotland; --- to the King and the Par- ; 
liament they do leave it, - and they are in 
little Pain for the Event. --- To your Tents, O 
Hrael] it ſeems, is the Word: But let not 
him that putteih on his Harneſs boaſt, as h 
that putteth it off. 5 
II is talked of as a Matter of Right; that 
the Clergy are ſeeking but their own, --- and 
but a Part of their own ; --- and ſure as Byi- 
tons, and as Freemen, they have a Title to 
demand it. ---- Right is a ſtrong Word, and 
not eaſily digeſted ; --- and Gentlemen ought 
to be well informed that they have ſuch a 
Right, before they thus demand it. How- 
ever, fince it is on this Footing that they 
reſt their Cauſe, all Arguments from Favour 


and Expedience are at an End. At ſome _ | 


_ k 
— ; 
; a a N 


Country, have ſhewn what Treatment they 
are ready to glye to others, who are leſs aſ- 


_ {ured 


— — - 
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. ſured of the publick Protection thaw ts | 18. 
----- They have endeavoured by Witticiſms _ 


of the loweſt kind, retaled by Hawkers for 
a Penny, ---- by publick Advertiſements, ---- | 


by tedious Pamphlets, --- and, in fine, by all 
the Artillery of a Paper-war, firſt to con- 
vince their Brethren, that an Augmentation 


of Stipends was neceſſary, and then ws: 
Gentlemen, that they were extremely in 


different, whether they had their Aﬀiftance 
in obtaining it, or not. 


SURE, then. it is Time, if it was ever 


Time, for thoſe of the landed Intereſt, who 


love the Church of Scotland, to oppoſe this 


hazardous Attempt. ---- As for thats. wits | 
neither love the Church nor the Cates — 


they may aſſiſt the Clergy if they pleaſe ; - 

let the Clergy look to the Conte, = 
As theſe Reaſons of Diſſent are publiſhed 
without the Knowledge or Conſent of thoſe 


. who preſented them, neceſſary and decent 
it is, to make Apology to them for the Li- 


berty now taken. ---- Others, all others, may, 
do as they pee: | 5 


The DISSENT. 


TN the various Debates that have occur- 


red, both before General Aſſemblies and 
other Committees, concerning a Scheme for 


augmenting the Stipends of -the Miniſters of 
this Church, the chief Points in Controver- 


ſy having been, if, Whether an Applica- 


tion to Parliament was at all neceſſary or 


reaſonable? 2dy, If ſuch Application was 
to be made, whether there ſhould be any 


Mention in it of increafing the Minimum of 
Stipends, as now fixed by the ſtanding Law? 


the Aſſembly, at their Meeting on Monday laſt, 


after long Reaſoning, agteed, without a Divi= 
ſion, that an Application ſhould be -7=Y 1 


Parliament, repreſenting the diſtreſſed Con“ 
dition of ſeveral of the Miniſters of Scotland; 


by reaſon of the Lowneſs of their Stipends. 


But as ſeveral of us did not give an Aﬀent 
to that Reſolution, but expreſsly declared a- 
gainſt it; and thoſe of us who conſented to 
the Application in general, did fo, contrary 


do dur real Opinion, for the Sake of Peace 


and Unanimity ; ; we apprehend, in fegard the | 
Aſſembly, not contented with a general Ap- 


plication, are reſolved to demand an Altera- | 
tion of the Minimum alſo, that any Conceſ- 
fion formerly made, from ſo good a View, 


is now diſpenſed with: And therefore we 


me. 


11 
are at Liberty to diſſent from every Step 


which has been made towards ſuch an Ap- 
plication, for the following Reaſons. 


Firſt, Becaves, though we are ſenſible 
that ſeveral Miniſters of the Church . of 
Scotland may juſtly be intitled to ſuch a rea- 
ſonable Augmentation of their Stip ends, as 
the Extent and State of the Tithes in their 
reſpective Pariſhes can bear; yet as this may 
be obtained by the Law as it now ſtands, we 
think an Application to Parliament by this 


Aſſembly, for an Alteration of the Law, by 


1 „N the Minimum or loweſt Proportion 


of Stipends, 18 improper, unneceſſary, and 
may, at the ſame time, prove highly dan- 
gerous, not only to the true Intereſt of the 
Church, but to the Peace alſo and Aan; 
lity of the Nation. 

Secondly, Brcauss we find no Precedent 
for it, when the former Laws were made, 
in the Years 1017 and 1633, for regulating 
the Stipends of the parochial Clergy : Az : 
we apprehend there cannot be the leaſt Pre- 
text for introducing ſuch an Innovation at 
this Time, when the Poverry of this Part 
of the united Kingdom is but too well 
known ; -----when we {till groan under the 
| heavy Taxes neceſſarily impoſed for the 
Maintenance of a juſt War, entered into for 
the Support of the Liberties of Europe, and 


the Defence of our own happy Conſtitution ; 


and when we 125 feel the — 5 
Þ 1 


7 1. 
of the late unnatural Rebellion, which has 
been ſo pernicious to this Country. 8 

Thirdly, BECAUSsE, tho', in former Times, 
when the Reformation was yet in its Infancy, 
it might not be unreaſonable to aſcertain a 
determined Minimum, leſt the Titulors and 
Intereſted Perſons, who for the moſt part 
had at that Time in their Hands the Power 
of ſettling Stipends, might, from partial 
Conſiderations, oppoſe the Clergy ; yet no 
ſuch Pretence can at this Day ſubſiſt, ſince 
there is now an eſtabliſhed Court appointed 
to judge, not upon what may affect their 
own Intereſt, but to determine between the 


Clergy and other Subjects, agreeably to the f 


Circumſtances of the Pariſh, and the Extent 
of the Tithes. 

Frourthly, BEcaust the Court of Seſſion, 
now veſted with the Power of the Commiſ- 
ſion for Plantation of Kirks and Valuation of 
Tithes, is not tied down to eight Chalders of 
Victual, or 800 Merks Scots, that is, L. 44, 
8 s. 103 d. Sterling, the preſent Minimum; 
but is at Liberty to ſettle the Stipends at 
what higher Rate they think fit, according 
to the Circumſtances of the Pariſh, and Ex- 
tent of the Tithes ; the very Scope and Pur- 
poſe of their Eſtabliſhment, and which in- 
| deed can only be done by ſuch a Court. So 
it is not in fact true, that any Inſtance can 
be given where they did not ſettle the Sti- 
pend much higher, when the Condition of 


5 * the Pariſh, and Extent 1 the Tithes, could 


' poſſibly 


E 


poſſibly allow it. And we apprehend, that 1 


the landed Intereſt in Scotland may look up- 
on it as ſomewhat extraordinary, that thoſe 
of the Clergy who promote this Scheme, 
ſhould attempt to diſtinguith themſelves from 
the Laity in ſo eſſential a Point, as that the 
Courts of Juſtice ſhould be abſolutely tied 
down in giving Judgment where their In- 
tereſt 19 concerned, but left at large and un- 
reſtrained with regard to the Intereſt of the 
Laity. 
Fifthly, * the Increaſe £ the Mi- 
nimum pointed at by the Promoters of this 


Scheme is unreaſonable, and what cannot in 
Juſtice be obtained. Their firſt Project 


Was, That no Miniſter in Scotland ſhould - 


have under L. 80 or L. 100 Sterling per an- 
num. Their lateſt Propoſal is, That every 


i Miniſter ſhould at leaſt have ten Chalders of 


Victual, or its Value in Money, which 
throughout near one Half of Scotland will. 
amount to L. 1000 Scots, or L. 83 :6-: 8 
Sberling; a Proportion which many Pariſhes 


are in no ſort able to bear; ſince, in fome 


Pariſhes, there are not free Tithes ; in others, 
no Tithes at all, from which it could poſſibly 

be drawn: And though it could be levied, 
we are {till of opinion, that it is an add 
Burden much too heavy to be laid upon this 

poor Country; for we believe, it will be 
found to amount to about L. 20, ooo Sterling 
per annum; a Sum equal to one Half of the 
Land-tax, and which, at the Rate of Four 
5 . | fer 


N 
per cent. does correſpond to a Capita of Half 5 
a Million Sterling. 
Sixthly, BEcavse, tho it ande be very | 
2 practicable for the Parliament 1633 to fix this 
Minimum with ſome Degree of Preciſion, 
as they had before them the State of the 
whole Tithes of the Kingdom, which had 


been made up by Commifſſioners appointed 


for that Purpole ; yet as the Parliament of 1 


Great Britain cannot now have the ſame De- 
gree of Information, it is manifeſtly impra- 


Cicable for them to come to any Determi- 


nation in this Matter. Beſides, as the pre- 
ſent Minimum is not abſolutely fixed, ſo nei- 
ther, in common Juſtice, can any new Pro- 
portion be eſtabliſhed as the general inva- 
riable Rule for all the Pariſhes in Scotland 


every fingle Pariſh muſt ſtill ſtand upon its - | 


now diſtinct Footing, and every reſpective 
Stipends muſt ſtill be determined from an 
exact Knowledge of the Extent, Income and 
Produce of the Parith, of the Quantity of 
Tithes contained in it, and of the Situation 
and Condition of theſe Tithes, | 
Seventhly, Brcavss it is notorious, that 
” a 18 already a leſs Diſparity betwixt the 


loweſt and the higheſt Livings in Scotland, 


than in any other Part of Europe. And tho it 
may be true, that ſome particular Miniſters are 
meanly enough provided; yet we ſhall find, 


that, in one complex View, the general A- 
Mount of their Stipends, free of all Taxes, and 
open excluſive ol very conſiderable Sums ari- 


— 


1 

g from the Value of their Manſes, Glebs, 
| . Graſs, will exceed a Million of Merks | 
Scots, or L. 55,555: 11: 14 Sterling; which 

we may ſafely aver to be at leaſt in Proportion 
equal to the Proviſion of any other Proteſt- 
ant Clergy. It is not therefore to the Low- 
neſs of the general Fund, but to the une- 
qual Diſtribution of it, that in this, as well 
as other Countries, che Diſtreſs of ſome par- 
ticular Clergymen is to be aſcribed. And 
his unequal Diſtribution is in Scotland plain- 
ly owing to the improper and unjudicious 
Diviſion of Pariſhes, of which {ſeveral are 


not above two Miles in Circumference; a 


great many conſiſt of three, two, and o- 
thers not of more than one hundred Per- 
ſons: Nay, ſome have been found, wherein 
there are not above forty. Zut if larger 
Pariſhes were divided, and ſuch ſmall ones 
annexed, which might be done by the com- 
mon Courſe of Law, without any Applica- 
tion to Parliament, it is believed the End 
chiefly in View would in a great meaſure 
be obtained, and no additional Burden laid 
BPO the landed Intereſt, | 
E:ghthly, Because, though we are not 
inſenſible to the Diſtreſs of the neceſſitous 
Clergy, yet we are of Opinion, that ſome 
Degree of Sympathy and Commiſeration 
ought alſo to be had for the narrow Circum- 
Pg of other Ranks of Men. It is well 
known to the Clergy themſelves, how many 
reſpectable Families reſide in their fer eral 
|  Pariihes, 


WS. 
Pariſhes, who, not poſſeſſed of above L. 1000 
Scots per annum, and loaded beſides with 
"Taxes, and oppreſſive Debts, are, neverthe- 
leſs obliged to ſupport a Rank, at leaſt equal 

to theſe very Miniſters, who would now, by 


a new Law, force from them a Part of that 


ſmall Property, which they may juſtly think 
themſelves intitled to retain, It ought alſo 
to be conſidered, that this Project, though 
aimed chiefly at the landed Intereſt ; yet, by 
natural Conſequence, cannot fail to affect, 
proportionably, Tenants, Farmers, and other 
inferior Claſſes of Men. 

| Ninthly, BECAUSE, notwithſtanding the 
prudent and expedient Inſtruction given by 
the laſt Aſſembly to their Committee, yet, 
ſo far as we have been able to learn, we 
cannot find, that, in conſequence of it, any 
Attempts have been made to explain to the 
landed Intereſt the Nature of this Project, 
and the Motives which gave Riſe to it ; nor 
to alleviate the Prejudices, or ee the 
general Reſentment, which it was well 
known they had conceived againſt it, by 
reaſon of the many unguarded, and (we 
hope) falſe Aſperſions, which it was pu- 
blickly reported had been thrown out againſt 
them in that Aſſembly, when deliberating 
upon this Meaſure ; from which Conduct. a 
Suſpicion has ariſen, that it is the Deſign of 
many of the Clergy, to put themſelves in the 
Balance againſt the Weight. of the whole 
Gentlemen of Property in Scotland, 
5 | Tt enthly, 


4.06 1 
Tenthly, BECAUSE, when we conſider the 5 
Manner in which this Scheme was original- 
ly ſet on Foot, the Methods by which it 
has been carried on, and the Arguments 
employed in ſupport of it, we cannot but 
think, that it has been calculated, not ſo 
mal for the Relief of diſtreſſed Clergy- 
men, as in Proſecution of other Views, which 
we do not incline to enlarge upon. 
Eleventhly, BEcaust this Project is alſo 


contrary to the Opinion and Inclination of. 


many of the wiſeſt and moſt prudent of the 
_ Clergy themſelves, who have been juſtly. 
moved by a Senſe of the many fatal Conſe 
quences with which they foreſee it is like- 
. ly to be attended. 

 Tavelfthly, Becauss it is well known to 
us, and indeed notorious, that almoſt the 
whole landed Intereſt in Scotland, have, in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, declared their Diſap- 
probation of this il-concerted Project, which 
they conſider in no other Light, than a di- 
rect Incroachment upon their undoubted 
Property, ſet on Foot by a Body of Men, 


who either already are, or, by the common 


Courſe of Law, may be abundantly provi- 


died. And we ſincerely think, that no greater 
Misfortune can befal this Country, than an 


open Rupture and Conteſt between the Cler- 
gy and Proprietors of Land, who, from the _ 
juſteſt Reaſons, both of Religion and Policy, 
have hitherto remained inſeparably united, 
notwithſtanding the repeated Efforts of their 


common 


1 


Koi man 1 The Proſpect of this - 


unhappy Diviſion, cannot but — 4 in our 
Minds the moſt alarming and melancholly 


Apprehenſions, when we conſider the Em- 


baraſſment and Diſturbance which it ma: 

_ create to his Majeſty's quiet and happy Goa 
vernment; the Jealoufies and Diſcontent, 
which it may raiſe in the Breaſts of many of 


his faithful Subjects; the manifeſt Obſtru- 


Ction it muſt give to the Progreſs of Piet 


and Virtue; and, finally, the unavoidable Ad- : 
vantage it will afford to the ſecret and avow- 


ed Enemies of our excellent Conſtitution 
and Government, who are ever ready to im- 
prove, to their own Benefit, the Misfortunes 
-and Divifions of their Country, by practiſing 
upon the Weak, miſleading the Unguarded, 


and inflamming the Diſaffected and Diſcon- 5 


5 texjted. | 
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